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February £ Employee of the
Anniversaries # | Month

ArUroTelles ........ocevererecrane. 5years| Rigoberto Sagastume, also know as
“Rigo”, has a good understanding of
the processes that take place on the
night shift. His demeanor is always
pleasant and he is very helpful with
ideas when we are doing projects.
Rigo is very knowledgeable in
warehousing practices and also ven
tenacious when it comes to looking
il for product on any order he has bee

given to stage for day shift. He is
NWFA

very conscious in the work he does,§
Scholarship

making sure lines or whatever he is

doing looks neat and organized. Photo coutesy of Remyalbot
Appllcatlons - Rigo is well regarded by his peers and sets a good example for everyone to
Available follow. His experience as a dock driver is very evident when you watch him
make everything look eas8CS has a great employee in Rigo. He is an
extremely valuable part of night shift.

The Northwest Fisheries board is
pleased to announce that they will be | Thank you for all you do, Rigo. Itis greatly appreciated.
awarding six $5,000 scholarships for ful
time students and one scholarship up|toAlan Speidel, Squalicum Night Shift Shipping/Receiving Foreman
$2,500 for part-time study this year

* Updated information about the NWF .
scholarship program and an application THls Is How Need a Lift?
for the 2012 scholarships are available|s Hoot! Hoot! Hoot!

the Payroll counter in the BCS office. Talk'in Tommy

Forklift Driver Extraordinaire
* The program terms and conditions, as

well as the application, are available
the NWFA websit®nline at
www.northwestfisheries.ar

c/o Bellingham Cold Storage since 1974
Bellingham, WA

360-398-9173

checkyourattitude.tom

* Applications for the scholarship awarf:
must be postmarked by March 1, 2012 Talkin’ Tom Hennessy'new business odr(a Christmas pesent ceated by his daughter).

Valentine “§?€[ Veggie Valentine

You may not “carrot” all for me The way | care for you. You may “turnip” your nose When | plead with you
But if your “heart” should “beet” with mine Forever “lettuce” hope There is no reason in the world
Why we two “Cantaloupe.” Happy \Anetine$ Day! TesdayFebwuary 14th = el Dia deAmor



The End Of an Era by Tim Unger Squalicum Plant Manager

Being that | have a ringside seat to the Ice House demolition and rebuild, |
cant help feeling a little nostalgic about it. 1 know Gary (Icentrpsma felt

that as he pulled the last can of ice and slid it down the chute. There is just
something about witnessing the end of something that has been around as
long as the ice block operation has.

This is an operation that started with the cold storage in 1946. Ever since then

the facility has supplied tons of ice for fish and fishing boats as well as for

vegetables and carving blocks for the cruise ship induBiB5 also provided

ice in the early years for local ice sales through a company called Bellingham

Ice Company (Bell Ice). The flake ice facility was added in 1974 to augment the
system and provide more vessels with ice much faktisrestimated that Bellingham Coltb&ge has sold over 800,000,000
pounds of ice since 1946 not to mention all the ice that has been donated to local charities over the years.

Those of us who started in the trenches remember our first time being sent to work in the block storage room shoving blocks.
In my day we had these old ice sandals with spikes that you put on over your shoes. Finding a pair that

fit with leather straps that still worked was always a challenge and then add to that trying to attach them

while in your cold weather geaYou felt like a clumsy dark-haired polar bear with his nails clipped.

Once fitted you would make your way through the door to the “day room” (to the left of the door in later

years were the motorcycle tires for slowing the blocks down as they went through the wall). From the

“day room” you proceeded through the door into the ice storage room. When I first started these areas

were not well lit so it was like entering a mine especially when you had to step off some slippery ice and

begin climbing the wooden ladder up a dark shaft to the current level of blocks. Once there you

carefully stepped off the ladder and through the framework of the shaft into the room. There you were

given a brief course on getting the blocks out and shoving them into the eldvaterwas the mother

lode that needed to be mined and the sights and sounds were truly their own. The sound of the

elevator carrying the blocks up along with the rumble of the blocks sliding out onto the cotiveyor

dimness, the cold and the ice dust floating in the air all gave an eerie feeling to the experience. The basic

idea was to push the 315 pound blocks out of the stack onto the elevator without crushing fingers and

toes. Using various tools like ice chippers and tongs to coax the blocks from their resting place you then would be huffing and
puffing to slide the blocks by hand across the layer of ice below your feet to then shove them into the waiting elevator two at
atime. Itwas not uncommon to be shedding clothes as you worked yourself into a sweat while “dancing” with a 315 pound
block of ice. It was not an easy task and it took multiple sessions in order to get proficient enough to keep up with the
disembodied voice yelling at you over the loud speakbe good part was it was a clean job that dith@ve you smelling

of fish and it wasn’t near as cold as the old freezing tunnels.

In the very early years these blocks were used for more than just boats and fish but also
for railcars and each block had to be pushed by hand across the top of the buildings to
the railcar siding. If you haverread the “50/ear” book we still have some copies which
describe the advent of the icehouse. There were many permanent employees of the
icehouse over the years before our Mirpsma and his assistant Dera@rte, such as
Leroy Hawkins, Bruce Sine$ed Lindquist, Rod Lambert, Kim Herzloger, BobTyler,
Paul Lovelace and Steve Martin to name a few of those who called the ice house their
home at BCS. They were an elite few who knew all the ins and outs of the icehouse and
who had the “secret recipe” for making ice. For the rest of us that didn’t understand it
wasnt as easy as just freezing wat€here was a definite method and mastery to turning
out good, clean, carvable blocks of ice. It was more than just the giant “ICE” sign on the top of the building; it was a part of
Bellingham Cold Storage that few other cold storages in the nation could boast.

[, with many others, will miss seeing the pulling room in action, hearing the sound of the elevators, gazing at the neat stack of
blocks in the storage room, watching ice blocks being conveyed across to the fish house and sliding down the chute onto their
sides before disappearing into the grindére new ice facility will be a great addition but there are some things | and others

will obviously miss. | tip my hat to a system and a time that will not again be repeated but that still carries some great memories
and | also tip my hat to all the different individuals that made it a great part of Bellingham Cold Storage history!



Cog’s Corner by Mike Coggins

Thanks BCS

Well, I've been complaining to Jackie for the last few months that I'm
running out of ideas for CagCorner She keeps telling me that maybe |
just need to take a break. Let the old battery recharge. | really haver
wanted to do that because | get so much enjoyment out of writing the
articles but | think i time to admit | am stumped for one this month. B
has been just wonderful allowing me a forum for my ramblings when s
few of them relate to the job and | feel somewhat obliged to contribute
something every month but, mansigetting hard.

Stew Thomas, bless his pea pickin’ heart, stopped me the other day {
me he had enjoyed the most recent €&prner | told him just what | am
telling you all now I’'m out of ideas that are clean and by that | mean

approved for family reading.t&y, who happens to be the former CEO gn

current board membesaid hes ready for the columns that arerdted as
family approved but I'm guessing lséh the minority Pretty sure the Ice
Breaker editorial staff isn’t ready for R-rated articles.

Like the time several of us went to Encinada for Cinco de Mayo. Ther
weren’t enough rooms in town for us each to have our own so a whol
group of us ended up sharing the same one. It started out harmless

enough but what with the tequila and everything....nope. Can'’t go ther

Or the time in Lo#\ngeles after the Leon Russell concert when we ran

those biker dudes and dudettes and they invited us up to their place|in

Topanga CanyonThe following week turned out to be....Oh, man, | rea
can't go there.

What about that time in the army when four of us ended Apnisterdam.
Quite a city but i the sort of place young Glhave to

really watch out far We didnt have any specific plans

when we got there but it didn’t take long for us to....Oh

no, that would definitely not be suitable for general

audiences.

Soit’s like | said. No article this month but
I'll work on loosening up the old brain pan
and crank something out next time.

Thanks for listening to my excuses.

Shelter in Place
A Surprise Drill!

—

CS

o tell

As exciting as it is here at BCS to get a new
ice house, we all remembered safety first!
gecause walls will be coming down, pipes
are being re-routed and ammonia is being
turned off and on, a practice SIP drill was
done Januarylth at 7:15 BM. and on the
| 12th at2:10 M. Ittook five minutes and six
éminutes respectively for the procedure to be
accomplished, and we are happy to
announce that everyone did their part well.
Fg'eople went inside; plastic was put up; we
. waited to hear an announcement on the

I.nr%)dio; and we waited for the clear signal.

Il
)Lessons Learned:

* The main office windows facing the water
have openings that could let NH3 get in.

* DaveWanlin couldnt hear the
loudspeaker

* Remember to turn off all heaters and air
conditioners — any air flow

Good job! Lets hope we never have to use
these skills.

Paula Heuser
Bellingham €chnical College Intern

In Memory of Mel

On December 23, 2@1 our good friend, Méksplund, passed away .

Mel was born March 21, 1944. He graduated from Bellingham High School in 1962 and then

attendedrakima Junior College on a baseball sch

olarshAiter college he enlisted in tiAegmy.

Mel’'s passions were sports, photograpfojunteering and helping those in need. Mel worked at

Bellingham Cold ®rage in both the &te and the p
remember MeB outdoor café just outside of LFS.

lant, so we all knew Mel very wéie also
It was fun to walk to $/edfé during break to

get a treat and visit with Mel. He will be greatly missed by us all.



Tee Tlme with Mike Holcomb

Hello fellow hackersWelcome toreeTime.

The weather outside is so stupid | don’t even need to report it, and nobody is playing golf
anywhere because everything is under waltevould say here that the exception is
Raspberry Ridge. The course is so dry that you can get plenty of roll even during a rain storm.

A couple of interesting things happened in 2011. The first thing is the player of the

year was Luke Donald. He won the money title and player of the year in both

America and Europe. He is the only player in history to achieve this. The other thing is the Rookie of the year was Keegan
Bradley He won two events in 2Q1the Byron Nelson Championship and th@A. Championship. By winning this

tournament he became one of only three people to win the Championship as his first Major

I am having some leg problems, so currently | am not playing golf at all. 1 am finding it very hard to not be able to do
something | love so much. | also have trouble reporting to you when my heart is not in it, but in the words of Chief Dan
George, “l will endeavor to persevere.” | am sure that | have information that you just need to have.

| have missed some of my winter reporting, so hopefully you have taken the time to clean your clubs and put them in a
place where they will be dry for the wintdrhave an old pair of suede leather golf shoes. In the winter | put shoe grease

on them and put them in the closet for the season. | know some of the shoes available out there today are water proof from
the factoryso I'm not quite sure how to take care of thékny of you who have them probably know how to care for

them. Mine are old, like me, so | grease thém the winter progresses | will try to do a better job of keeping you informed

on how the tour is progressing and how us locals are doing, as well.

| will leave you with this: Even though its winter and you tget out as much right nowake time to reflect back on all of

the good shots you had during your rounds last sumtheiill help you get through the winter and you will gain some
ingrained swing thoughts. | read somewhere swing thoughts are good for your game.

Seevyal

A Blast from the Past- | Two Brothers

The end of the 80’s era Accomplish the
SMART Commute
for December 2011

Gene Knutson won the luck of the draw

His brothey Bob Knutson, was the

carpool driver and Gene, the passenger

The brothers decided to give the SMRAR

commuter program a try just to see if it

worked for them. The good news is that it does work! Bob and Gene
will be a team, now and then, to keep up their end of the “SMAR
commute. Bob lives a bit further away from BCS than Gene, but &ene’
home is on his way to work. Gene was pleased to say that SMAR
commuting is a good program and it helps us out at BCS and the city of
Bellingham. We all need to guard against pollution and all of us need to
find a way to save fuel and the environment.

The 3 Amigos pictured from left to right:
Tim Unger Bob Knutson andt&ve Thorpe. Thank you for doing the “RIDE” thing.

Theee’s definitely some mischief in these 3 ... =

And hee’s mischief maker #4 right over tieer| Karen Hollingsworth, SMART Commuter Coordinator




BCS is Constructing a New Ice House in the same 1946
Facility’s Footprint...

Bellingham Cold Storage built the current Ice House at
the same time that the first warehouse went up in the
summer of 1945. Both were ready for business in the
spring of 1946 the yedrchie Talbot founded BCS.

In the early days, ice was an integral part of
transporting frozen and fresh products to various
markets around the United States and Canada. Trucks,
Boats, Ships and Rail Cars were “iced down” by hand.
The ice served as the only real form of extended
refrigeration for transporting perishable foods for

nearly a decade until mechanically refrigerated vehicles
became more readily available.

While the BCS Ice House was being constructedh

Talbot spotted a neon sign on top of a Seattle building

which was being vacated by a national insurance

company The sign read: GENERAINSURANCE COMRNY (Now Safeco Insurance].he insurance company was

moving to a lager building and did not intend to save the lettered neon gigin offered $200 for three of the letters and

a deal was struck to bring the “1”, the “C” and the “E” home for good to Bellingham Cold Storage. The BCS ICE sign has
provided many a fisherman a reassuring navigational reference point for over 66 years. The ICE sign
has been the last sight of “Home” when fishing vessels pushed off to sea early in the morning, late
at night or in foggy weather and the first sight of home when the fleet returned to our docks to be
unloaded. Many of the pleasure boaters have also commented that they use the sign for a safe

return to Squalicum Harbor with a fond sense of familiar securit008 BCS made the investment to change out the

original neon “ICE” letters for newemore stable yet equally pleasing and reassuring to the various mariners who continue

to use the beacon as a navigational aid on their return to Bellingham.

BCS is pleased to announce the reconstruction of our waterfront Ice House fabiéitgld facility had been in operation
continuously since 1946, when BCS was founded. Over the years, it has provided block and flake ice to our seafood
processing tenants and several hundreds of fishing vessels. Demolition of the old building began in January 2012, and we
expect the new Ice House to be up and running in time for the late spring fisheries. This new state of the art facility will
have a daily production capacity of 220 tons of high quality flake ice. The facility will also be equipped with an automated
storage bin system of 248 tons, for a combined daily output of up to 468 tons of ice. Our seafood customers depend on
this reliable source of flake ice for storing and cooling their seafood products prior to freezing or shipping fresh. BCS’
significant investment in this project demonstrates our commitment to the long-term sustainability of the Puget Sound
fishing industry

Remember at BCS, only your product gets and ICY reception!

Doughomas

Douglas GThomas, Rrsident & CEO

Pun Tlme Wlth Ian passed along by Mike Holcomb

If Ella Fitzgerald married Dart¥fader wouldn't she then be called ENeader? Ha!
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BCS Core Values

Teamwork ¢ Integrity ¢ Quality Accountability *Attitude

Teamwork: W suppor the concept of teamwork. eVéncourage fellow employees in their effor
to do a good job, helping whenever possible.

Integrity: W treat all people and pipetty with honesty andespect, and @ dedicated to building
trust with our employees and customers.

Quality: We are enthusiastically committed togmiding the highest standds of sevice, poduct
and performance.

Accountability: & willingly accept esponsibility for our actions.

Attitude: V¢ have a positive outlook andogrressive apmach towad our jobs, customers and
fellow employees.

Valores Basicos de BCS

Cooperacion ¢ Integridad ¢ Calidad * Responsabilidad « Actitud

Cooperacion: Nosotros soportamos el concepto de cooperacion. Haremos todo lo posible para
animar nuestros empleados en sus esfuerzos para hacer un buen trabajo cuando sea posible.

Integridad: Nosotros trataremos a toda la gente y toda la propiedad con sinceridad y respeto y
nos dedicaremos sobre tener buenas relaciones con todos los empleados y clientes.

Calidad: Estamos entusiasticamente cometido en proveer servicio del mas alto nivel de ejecucién
y también en proveer producto de la mejor calidad.

Responsabilidad: Nosotros con gusto acepto la responsabilidad por nuestros acciénes.

Actitud: Nosotros mantenemos un modo cierto y positivo sobre los clientes y nuestros empleados y
también muestraremos un modo progresivo en nuestro trabajo.



